Cardiorespiratory arrest and autonomic neuropathy in AIDS.
Four of five patients with AIDS and pulmonary infection had syncopal reactions as a result of fine-needle aspiration of the lung; in one patient the reaction was fatal. Subsequently, in one of these patients and four further patients with AIDS or human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, the autonomic nervous system proved to be abnormal. This preliminary evidence suggests HIV infection may be associated with an autonomic neuropathy, which may expose these patients to particular risk after invasive procedures.